
 The Speaking Up Group at the  
Landmark Centre in Deal invited 
Mick  Cronin, Community Liaison  
Officer for South Kent Police, to 
come and talk about Hate Crime 
(bullying).  
 
They also invited people to come 
along to have their say about how 
they feel and how best to deal with 
these issues. People talked about 
the  
problems they had at school,       
college, on the buses, at work and 
more.  
 
Mick asked people if they had  
reported these Hate Crime inci-
dents. People said ònoó, because 

they did not want to òget into        
troubleó and they were òafraidó. 
 
The result of the meeting was that 
Mick and the Speaking Up Group  
decided to do some role plays on 
how to report Hate Crime so that 
people will not be afraid.  
 
The group have a PowerPoint  
Presentation showing the role plays. 
They are happy to share this       
Presentation with people. The group 
is also making a DVD of the role 
plays.  
 
Please Contact Elvis on: 07995 427974 if 

you would like more information.  
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Working with the Police  



The monthly meeting for Dover 

District Partnership Group was 

held on 20th October at the 

Landmark Centre in Deal. 

This meeting was very well     

attended by a variety of Groups. 

The Agenda of the meeting was 

 

Valuing People Now Priorities  

 

At each meeting people 

are reminded of  the prin-

ciples of  the Valuing Peo-

ple Now Government Pa-

per.  

These principles are:  

 

Choice and Control 

(personalisation)  

What people do    

during the day and 

evening  

Better health  

Housing  

  Dover D.P.G.s October Meeting  

Page  2 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www1.istockphoto.com/file_thumbview_approve/2539366/2/istockphoto_2539366_moon_and_sun.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.istockphoto.com/file_closeup/people_specific_attributes/body_parts/faces/2539366_moon_and_sun.php%3


    

Feedback from the Kent Partnership 

Board  

The Kent Partnership Board and 

District Partnership Groups 

were set up to make sure     

Valuing People happens for 

people and their families in 

Kent.  

Valuing People is about people  

 

Being included  

Having rights  

Having choices  

Being independent  

 

District Partnership Groups 

were set up to help the Kent 

Partnership Board because 

Kent is so big.  

Each District Partnership Board 

elects 2 Joint Chairs to           

represent them at the Kent    

Partnership Board.  

Feedback from the 11th September 

meeting  

Sam Barnard and Claire told the 

Kent Board about the Dover 

DPG Schools Project.  

Sam Barnard and Claire told the 

Kent Board about the Dover 

DPG Schools Project.  

 

Nick Sherlock talked about 

KCCs priorities for spending 

money on learning disabilities.   

 

We thought about what the    

priorities should be.  Some of  

the priorities suggested            

included:  

 

Health  

Transport  

Relationships  

Housing  

Proper Wages  

 

The Kent Parenting Action 

Group explained about the   

support group they have set up 

for parents with learning        

disabilities.  

 

Des Sowerby talked about 

needing to find ways to include 

in our meetings those people 

who have challenging  
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Feedback from Group discussions  

Everyone agreed with the            

priorities in the Action Plan.  

 

People liked the idea of  having a 

òmystery shopperó to check how 

good health services are at GPs 

and hospitals.  

It was suggested the Good Health 

Group should report back to the 

DPGs each year on how things are 

improving.  

Hospital Communication Books 

must be used by all hospital staff.  

Staff  need more training.  

Unannounced visits should be 

made to hospitals to see if  the  

Disability Equality Duty Schemes 

are being put into practice.  

Information for patients should be 

easy to read and in different       

formats.  

Using DPG newsletters could help 

communicate information.  

Quality Surveys could record how 

many people are being offered   

annual health checks.  

All the comments and suggestions 

made will be given back to the 

Good Health Group and Kent   

Partnership Board.  



Sunne.derham@eastkentmencap

.co.uk.  

More information on the      Men-

cap campaign can be found at                  

www.changing -places.org  
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Changing Places  

 

Suzanne from East Kent       

Mencap told us about the 

Changing Places Campaign.  

This is a campaign to get 

changing places toilets in public 

places.  

Many people with profound and 

multiple disabilities are not able 

to use standard accessible    

toilets.  

Changing Places toilets have a 

changing bench, hoist and 

plenty of  space for people who 

need personal assistance.  

The lack of  changing places  

toilets means many people with 

multiple disabilities are not able 

to access facilities in their   

communities.  

 

Suzanne asked if  anyone would 

be interested in starting a local 

campaign group to try and get 

some changing places toilets in 

our area.  

If  anyone is interested in being 

part of  this campaign they 

should contact Suzanne at  

Campaign  



         

 

behaviour.  The Kent Challenging   

Behaviour Network will be mak-

ing a presentation to   The Kent              

Partnership Board in the future.  

Des talked about a monitoring 

tool that DPGs could use to 

check how things are improving  

 

The Good Health Action Plan  

 

Sue Gratton from the Pri-

mary Care Trust told us 

about the Good Health 

Groupõs Action Plan.                                                                   

Good Health is part of  the      

Valuing People Now agenda.  

A report has been published 

called Healthcare for All.  

Healthcare for All was writ-

ten in response to Mencapõs 

report about people bad    

experiences in Hospital.  
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The Good Health Action Plan 

takes account of  the                      

recommendations in Healthcare 

for All.  

 

The Good Health Action Plan 

says what needs to be done to 

improve health services for     

people with learning disabilities.  

 

We talked in small groups about 

these actions and whether there 

was anything else that could be 

done.  
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Advocacy  

 

Paula Briley and John Nairn from 

Advocacy Partners told us about 

advocacy in Dover.  

Advocacy Partners now provide 

advocacy in Dover.  

John will be working in the Dover 

area and will come to our District 

Partnership Group meetings.  

Advocacy needs good             

communication.  

We thought about different ways 

to communicate with each other.  

Advocacy Partners will use lots 

of  different ways to                  

communication with people,     

depending on their needs.  

Advocacy Partners will work with 

people on a 1:1 basis to sort out 

problems and issues.  

They will also be asking people 

about whether more self  advo-

cacy groups are needed in the 

area.  

District Partnership Groups will 

be involved in monitoring how 

well Advocacy Partners provide a 

service in Dover.  

Joint Chair Elections  

 

Amanda Hood was elected to 

the vacant Joint Chair position.  

Amanda will work alongside Clare.   

     Update on the Schools Project  

 

People interested in being part 

of  this project had met to start 

planning.  

There will be 2 groups working 

with schools.  

One group will work with Dover 

schools.  

One group will work with Deal 

schools.  

Both groups will work together 

to plan and compare feedback.  

Planning Group  

 

New members on the Planning 

Group are:  

 

Neil Fulilove  

David Fagg  

Steven Kissock  



 
TrADE  

MCCH Aspirations  

Voice 4 Kent  

Job Centre Plus  

The Job Action Group  

Looking Ahead  

Shaw Trust  

Local New  

DPG Newsletter .  Articles for the next 

edition of  the newsletter need to be 

with Dave Baines by 31st October.  If  

anyone is not receiving a copy of  the 

newsletter and would like one they 

should contact Dave at 

dave.baines@dovernewsletter.co.uk  

 

Speaking Up Group .  The group 

meets every Friday at the Landmark 

Centre from 10am to 2pm.   

 

On the Friday before each District 

Partnership Group there will now be a 

Pop In from 10am to 1200 for people 

to talk about the DPG and the 

agenda.  

It is hoped this will help people to un-

derstand more about the meetings 

and think about things they may want 

to say.  
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Carers Update  

 

Kent Police are looking into     

developing the help card for 

people with learning disabilities 

to show police officers if  they 

need help.  

 

Partnership Fund Bid  

 

The following bid was agreed for 

funding:  

 Nutrition and Exercise Group

 £1,200  

 A community based group run 

in partnership with Walmer  Centre 

and local health                                  

professionals.  Groups will run once 

a month in Dover and once a month 

in Deal.  People will look at nutrition 

and different forms of  exercising.  

 

Dover Information Sharing Forum  

 

The second Information Sharing 

Forum had been held in            

October.  

The Forum heard from:  

 



my email is 

john.nairn@advocacypartners.org  

 

I will be at the DPG meeting in                     

December, all the best,  

John Nairn  Advocate  
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Hi everybody,  

 

 My name is John Nairn 

and I work for   Advocacy  

Partners. I am providing        

independent and          

confidential  advocacy   

in the Dover district.   

I hope this will enable 

people to have  control 

over their own lives, 

make decisions, be 

treated fairly and              

participate fully in       

community life.   

                                                          

At the moment I am      

trying to meet as many 

people as possible,         

so far I have visited     

Walmer DOS and                   

attended the Dover DPG 

meeting.          

Any other invites  greatfully received!  

 

If  you want to contact me the              

phone number is:02033557141;  

  

Meet John Nairn  
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December 6th        One Night Only  

At The Walmer Centre Liverpool Road  

Walmer.        Karaoke     Buffet  

  £5  

 


